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Little Acorns…. 

● Delight in relationships with others and God 

● Build resilience through taking positive, safe risks 

● Love to gain knowledge through play and reflectiveness 

● Grow in confidence and humility to be ready for school. 

 

This is what we hope and pray for your child as they start at Little Acorns.  
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STAFF 

Rosie Allen – Deputy Manager (B.Ed Hons, QCF Dip) 

Jackie Hewins – Responsible Person (B.Ed Hons, QCF Dip) 

Jilly Harrison - Assistant Teacher (PGCE, ongoing QCF Dip) 

Danie Shallcross – Administrator 

 
     Jilly                                Jackie                          Rosie 

A TYPICAL SESSION AT LITTLE ACORNS PRE-SCHOOL 

8.45-9.30         Children arrive and self-register.  The room is set out ready for free play. This 
enables children to interact with both adults and other children and to make 
individual choices about their play when they first arrive. 

9.30 Circle time.  This is time to share news and encourage communication and listening 
skills between children and adults.  We also use this time to show activities planned 
for the morning, talk about the topic and other whole group teaching. 

9.40 Free play and directed/teacher-led group activities 

10.30 Snack and drink.  This will be provided by us although we ask for £10 to cover the 
cost each term.  Please let us know of any food allergies. 

11.00 ‘Outside’ time.  We use our large hall 
upstairs to provide space for large 
equipment  (eg bikes, slides, balls etc) free 
play, games, dance or parachute games. 
We also try to get into the ‘real’ outdoor 
environment whenever possible. 

11.30                Story or singing time to finish 

11.45 Home time 
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The equipment includes things like painting, play dough, puzzles, and various construction toys. 
These encourage fine motor skills, balance, co-ordination, colour and number work. There are toys 

to encourage imaginative play such as dressing-up, 
role play area, dolls, railways, a farm, and musical 
instruments. Water, sand and ‘messy’ play 
encourages science and maths concepts as well as 
providing exciting learning opportunities. The children 
are encouraged to participate in various activities 
during this part of the session and the equipment is 
chosen to meet the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum (EYFS).  We ensure all equipment meets 
safety standards and is cleaned regularly. 

 

ADMISSIONS POLICY 

Please complete and return the registration form with 
the non-refundable registration fee of £30.  The form 
is held on file and places are allocated in accordance 
with our admissions policy, a copy of which is available 
on request.  We are happy to accept government 
pre-school credit vouchers.  Fees are payable 
half-termly in advance by cheque or bank transfer. 

 

VISITORS AND TRIPS 

It is fun for the children to have occasional 
visitors and this is always by prior 
arrangement with staff.  Visitors are never 
left alone with children, a member of staff is 
always present.  We also believe that 
learning outside is valuable and will take 
advantage of good weather when we can. 
This may include visits to the Villa Marina 
gardens, the beach and the play area on the 
prom.  Full risk assessments will be 
completed and available for parents to view 
for all these locations. 

CHILDREN’S DEVELOPMENT & LEARNING 

Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met 
and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them. 

The EYFS is play based.  Staff observe and reflect on children’s spontaneous play and also on the 
adult led activities to help meet the needs of each individual child. 
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In preparation for children starting school we will use ‘The 4 Rs’ 
as one of our frameworks for learning.  These are already used 
in every island school. They include: 

 

Resilience Encouraging children to: 

“Stick with it” 

Enjoy a challenge 

Try something different 

Manage distractions 

Reflectiveness Creating an environment where children can: 

Learn from experience 

Remember 

“Keep on course” 

Make plans and be flexible 

Readiness Encouraging children to become 
confident learners by creating an 
active learning environment where each child can: 

Use resources well 

Think for themselves 

Use their imagination 

Be ready to learn 

Relationships Providing a secure setting for 
children to:  

                                        Learn from others  

                                        Give and take 

                                        Listen carefully  

              Interact appropriately 
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OUR BEHAVIOUR POLICY 

We use praise and encouragement to promote good behaviour.  We expect children to be polite 
to adults and each other, respecting all backgrounds and ethnicities.  Positive methods of guidance 
will be used; for example: positive reinforcement, re-direction and anticipation or removal of 
potential problems.  

In the event that a child displays exceptionally anti-social behaviour, we will consult with the 
parents/carers to find the best way forward.  Our full policy document is available for your 
inspection if you so require. 

VALUING DIVERSITY & PROMOTING EQUALITY 

In Little Acorns all children are valued equally and we hold a shared goal to help each child reach 
their potential. We focus on what each child can do rather than on what he/she can't do. Having 
assessed the child's needs through observation, we aim to address those needs. Written 
observations will be made and evaluated, and the Pre-School will work together with you, to 
encourage confidence and positive self-image of your child.  

During their education most children will need some special help at one time or another and we 
will respond to those needs as they arise.  If we identify that a child has some additional needs, we 
will discuss this with parents and agree the best way forward.  We will make every effort to liaise 
closely with their transition into primary school. 

 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN 

We work within a strict safeguarding framework 
and policy. All staff have attended training and 
have enhanced DBS certificates. 

We have  'Accident forms ' to record any tumbles 
and bumps that are inevitable from time to time, 
usually due to accidents or boisterous play, and 
inform  parents at the end of the session.  
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Parents will be required to sign, to acknowledge notification of the ‘accident'. 

All children have bumps and bruises at various times. It is our responsibility to verify where these 
come from in order to support you as parents, as well as ensuring the wellbeing of each child. 

Fire equipment is maintained regularly and the testing recorded.  Full evacuation fire drills will 
take place once a term, with dates and times recorded in accordance with our Fire Safety policy. 

DATA PROTECTION  

We hold various data including contact details, medical 
information, an attendance register and child observations. 
These will all be treated with strict confidentiality.  Permission 
for consent is included on the registration form. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

• Fees are payable by the half term in advance.  No refunds for absence can be given.  For your 
child to keep his/her place at the setting, you must pay the fees. We accept IOM 
Government preschool vouchers for children in their preschool year. 

• If you need to talk to any of our staff, please feel free to come in before or after any session. 
Also if we feel we need to talk to you, we will either speak to you before or after a session or 
make a mutually convenient appointment. 

• Our half-termly topic plans are displayed on the notice board and a newsletter will be 
produced at least once a term.  More detailed plans are available to view.  We also have a 
Facebook page where we upload photos regularly so you can see some of the activities your 
child takes part in.  (Please note, no front-of-face pictures are used.) 

• We request that parents do not send their child to Little Acorns if he/she is unwell or has 
been ill at night.  Our policy states that if a child vomits, a period of at least 48-hours should 
elapse after the last episode before returning to pre-school.  If a child becomes unwell in 
pre-school we will make every effort to contact the parent or alternative contact number. 
We will call a medical professional if we feel it necessary.  
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• For reasons of health and safety we 
cannot be responsible for the storage and 
administration of medicines unless there are 
exceptional circumstances.  In these cases we 
shall require written instructions.  This also 
applies to inhalers  for asthma management. 

• We do not have a uniform at present but 
would appreciate it if you sent your child to 
Pre-School in clothes that make it easy for 
him/her to use the toilet.  In addition, some 
activities are messy and whilst we make every 
effort to keep children clean, accidents do 
happen.  So, please, no 'new'/'best' clothes.  We 
may go to the beach or Villa gardens at any 
point in the year, so coats and an old pair of 
wellington boots would be useful. 

• If you have any issues or complaints, please refer matters initially to the Manager. A copy of 
the policy is displayed by the notice board. If you feel you need to contact The Department 
of Social Care straight away, their address is: Registration and Inspection Unit, Ground Floor, 
St George’s Court, Hill Street, Douglas, IM1 1EF,  or telephone number 642425/642422.  

• The Pre-school phone number is 07624 234923.  Please leave a message or text if no-one 
answers.  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                 Reviewed September 2020 
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